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Z DISPOSAL OF NEVIUS TRA‘ 


STATEMENT OF HON. HOWARD W. SMITH, A REPRESENTATIVE 
IN CONGRESS FROM THE STATE OF VIRGINIA 


Mr. SmirH Mi Chairman and crentlemen ot th committee | 


would like to begin by giving a little background and history of this 

uation This bill proy ides that the Federal Crovernment hall sel] 
and dispose of to private industry what is known he N ract, 
which 1s a tract of 26 acres of ground 

\Ir. DonpERO. How many acres? 

Mr. Smiru. Twenty- oht acres I belie, 

| think some of thes maps have been distrib Ch { of 
he map shaded in pink is property now owned in t} yunty 


D\ the Keds ral Grove rniment 
\iv purpose in being here this morning with th the 


Kederal Government has so far encroached upon tl operty ol 
Arlineton County by purchase ot condemnation th: l how wwhs 
nad has withdrawn from taxation 17.71 percent of all of tl axpa nye 
property in tha O \ I Lie ay : un 
hy United Sta 
| rec i , | i yi 
| l ol | | hy I i ae , yblem 
I COUT Wi th \ ¢ V Ole ( ith 0) T 1} equ 
) ! < lh) | | (30 ( d 
nd co I prope i ( \ i} riou Ci 1] tten 
tion to a situat h | ist but 
} ' | oft ( ) 
| | ( 
Cy I Ha ) | 
Nn ak ) ) p rous Dill heh\ 
ha Dropo (i ] i ) [2 ( i \\ } 
a LI ! Lo juill mora cemetle \ 
Now, about 4 ve: sago, and Il am speal 
i do not remember the exact time 


Nit DONDI RO Nii ( hi rman, does th propert aio \ ! ton 
Cemetery? 

Mr. Smiru. It does 

Nii DONDERO (on whiel ce 


Mir. Suivrxa. I would n the west sic fv loo ; tte 
ne) 
Mr. Smiru. You will find a circle down ava 
pink Ii Pha he Nev trac that red « 
\T 


1 , } ‘ ' ' , ’ ’ +} ; { { ‘ 
ago | saw in the newspaper one mor! ww” tha the Vet ahs L\aminis- 


tration proposed to purchase that property and build a veterans’ 


hospital on it ! immediately got in mv automobile and made an 
appomntment w th General Bradley and droves dow) to protest 
against it. and pointed out to General Bradley that th wa very 
his h pl ed property that was going to cost ti Crovernment an 
awful sum of money. and suggested to him that I could take him 

minutes’ driving distanee from that point and iv hin property 
which | had already rotten a price on fo! the (70) rnment aft less 





DISPOSAL OF NEVIUS TRAC’ 3 


than 1 percent of what the cost of this property would be, and a 
better piece ol property. 
Appar ntly the Veterans’ \dmunistration had dee ded to take tl 








{ : 
property and therefore, they must be right, and | couldn’t ret a 
hearing on the subject I couldn’ t ret anvbody to even go too t} 
situation ove! 

So | brought the matter to the House of Representat Vv‘ when they 
proposed to get an appropriation for this purpose, and I went befo 
the Appropriations Committee and pointed out to them that in tl 
first place a veterans’ hospital overlooking the cemetery in which 
bovs were to be buried would not be very palatable to the pat 

I pomted out to them that it was an utter wa of monev fe hy 
op | hyas | sp eT ‘ i ( [ I I po ( ( hye 
f Arlineto (‘op \ no Dep swallo ' | 
Government 

The Appropriatior (‘ommittee thereup to tl 
Driatto I la prolub Ol haa Ol Ol] | : 
should be used for the purpose of purchasit his proj 

[in aentatly Greperal Brac icy W tie oOid fi I 
he had appraised this property at ssvvgu, oul thi 0 0 ) 
him twice that much money when he got into court with it, and it did, 

Now, then, the Veteran Admunistratior havu already startec 
condemnation proceedings uvainst this propert\ Delors Cihe Hou 
acted to prohibit it. Went nto co ft and asker LO W that iV tha r 
application lol the purchase of th prope tV, and the court held th 
having filed a declaration of taking and having pu ip the SSOO.O00 

was Loo late and they coul not withdraw and thi | (x 
must go th ouch W th 

The Government aid Lo iw th 
owners of that property one Ssix-hundl ho rh 
odd dollars for 28 acres of ground 

Now ntlem«e some of us here have b 
We hav ma rq L oO 3 \ ) 

‘ thes, ‘ t) ONT) «i te »\ | ( Ci Ve l | 
th their eves open. and they t thre ‘ ‘ 
) rnao sj } Ooo w hye thre Vv cout | 

erne | ! \ h > mil oO .) i 0) I i 

No » ths he Veterans’ Admin 
his prop \ bien Odo de Luis ne cour { 1) i i ) 

Our folks wanted a veterans iOsplla Tha had to Oo 
\ppro] nations Com tlee agall Lik mV Tacs Ca ahd my hat \ 
hand and as them 2 long i Lnev owls th property, to >On aA 
build a veterans’ hopsital on 

Well, the President about that time sued an order not to b ny 
more veterans hospitals anad so tl Veterans’ Adn istratls head no 
more use for the property hey wrote me a letter saving thev | 
turned it over to General Services as irplus pro \ ( OSCE 

Tha thout the background of the story aT LV 
2 aes 0 ne part ol some iol} to acquire I (>) \ i 
the cemetery thet Well, I think there is a lu ition on ho n [ 
they cab pay 10 rround for a cemetery | don’t think his ¢ YW 
would approve of purchasing 28 acres of ground, which would b 
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POSAI O} NE\ ~ ‘ 
vovernment [It 1s a great timber county 1 am ery 
sympathy with then problem However, | ould , . 
avreeable to the tuthor. that some provision |! I de that 
this land to be sold to the highest bidder L tl ve si ro 
the Government in seeing that proper consideratio! 

Nir Swirrn. Yo Anv limitation of tl 

Mir. Scupp! If that limitation were 
facts 

Mr. Su It is er ly proper that t! | 
limita Oo oO Un MOY SOIL \ 
mite Fi { | 7 C tit > = | | { thre ( , , 
r ning Arlington Co 

Vir. D I suger » tl hairn 
Lake if ! t 

\] » 1*} or 7] \\ | ( 
mi ) ippearil belo I yr 
this ma in CO ma number 
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STATEMENT OF MRS. FLORENCE CANNON, CHAIRMAN, COUNTY 
BOARD OF ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA 
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STATEMENT OF A. T. LUNDBERG, COUNTY MANAGER O} 
ARLINGTON COUNTY, VA 
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STATEMENT OF C. L. KINNEAR, PLANNING ENGINEER, ARLING 
TON COUNTY, ARLINGTON, VA 








lO 


STATEMENT OF JOHN NOLEN, JR., DIRECTOR, NATIONAL 
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STATEMENT OF HORACE W. PEASLE! ARCHITECT. VICE ' I 
MAN, COMMITTEE ON THE NATIONA CAPITA \F TH! 
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SPOSAL OF NEVIUS 


STATEMENT OF MRS. FLORENCE CANNON, COUNTY BOARD 
MEMBER, ARLINGTON COUNTY, ARLINGTON, VA 
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STATEMENT OF BLAIR LEE III, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, NATIONAL 
PITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 
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The land was finally condemned in 1948 and. pursuant to an award 


of the District Court of Alexandria, the Government paid ST.BO00 000 


fol this parcel of 27 acres That comes out to about SHU OOO an acre 
Mr. Donnero. How much? 
Mir. Les SOHO .000 an acre Later the authorities responsible ) 


the veterans’ hospital found what they thought to be a better locat 
on the Soldiers’ Home grounds in the city here and pulled away fro 


I 
the Nevius tract. 


rT 


ihe present plan 1 »>HDuUlId a hospital at osoidiers Hom l beli 
Ie \p MrOoODrilatlol ( ) tees down here . vl eluct 
» put a hospit Ol Sit ha was that ipl At any ile | 
if ) ! () Or tive Crene l “sé \ { \ a I a | 
und | cle s to the needs of the Vi \ 
sO) t Lire ( ay " lg ) i 
c ( na ro Or } hy Hort of PO we (jy 
yssib solutio , need nll, H. R } 
I d hea \ : I} 
) 5 1 | TT) \ (0 '> Tl t } 0 
) rie f } ) ) lon . } 
‘ iy we TT ”n 7 
hye nt itty . ' . } n } ount 
QQur Cony ) ) re 
i t , +} 
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to the Constitution. It would have carved into the marble thes 
rights, privileges, immunities, and freedoms that we take so much 
for granted and that we all go around making Fourth of Julv speeches 
about. Here is an opportunity to set them down in tangible form 
a real inspiration for our people 

| hope that this committee wil! have the satisfaction so that vou 


ventlemen will be able to tell your grand¢ hildren that vou were ( 
ones you were the first legislative body to et movil | nator 
monument in Arlington 

Gentlemen, I thank you for your patience and courtesy. If tl 
ire any questions I can answer, I would be ve happy to do 


\lr. Trrmsie. Mr. Dondero 
Mi DONDERO Mii Lee. could tha 1) r } ac tio? tr) 
\rliineton Cemetery 


F nn . 
Mr. Let Phe land Silmmedimtely adjyacel O API on ¢ 
\ 1 7" | 4 1 4 4 
Mr. Dondero. Back in 1944 there was & proposal to include tha 
‘ } ' 4 } | 
rol Hvhna seve i overs around orn ) row if) ~ | 
'] ’ l 
evVe ll thie en ey Ihe ( \ I ( nicl ) 
is I frankly d ot now. re did pas 17 | 
! npropert } ) t | ay } } ' 
| | ePCO! } | ) 
] ] } 
ort of bac mad a | ! nis s i} 
Lot 27 ac 
» 
1*} By rea ¢ I > | 
( Ul til { oft ‘ } 
t J } i 
( is ror Oo} il ) i ( j ff BL eLe, ! ( 
\ 1 
‘i Do ( } ( ron 
’ ] 
r ) 
| 
| \ 
i 
| \ 
} , 
{ } 
) 
) 











STATEMENT OF W. E. REYNOLDS. COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC 
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ACKSON E. PRICE, CHIEF COUNSEL, NATIONAT 


STATEMENT OF JA 
PARK SERVICE, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
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\Ir TRIMBLI Are there Qn other que stions?/ Thank you very 
much, Mr. Price , 

Mr. Price. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Trimpie. Our colleague, the Representative from Virginia 
Mir. Smith, is also a verv busy man We will hear from him no 


\Ir. Smith 


STATEMENT OF HON. HOWARD W. SMITH, MEMBER OF CONGRESS 
FROM THE EIGHTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 


Mir. Smiru. Mr. Chairman and gentlemen of the com [ am 


hy ‘ Tor } Tworotd p DOs: tne commit \ | ! ( aol ) 
| } ni Z 
1 7 
I ( ao ho iI] t; up ti t } S 
I 
' / p , P . 
important matt not only from the stanaponu 0 1} \ = 
: | oe ‘ od ‘ +] | Ay 
) om the who rnd pow 1 Un itter recKlesshie \ i vbich the 
, : 
bu i] of this Crovernment are purchasing Bit t1i0 
, ' | t f ¢t ry) 
CO l } ( mo ( nm t; 
aon abou it 
, , 
| appeared betore ou committee a COUPE O ears nov yi oO 
} , } 1 j 
head up the q restion otf what t! enited the dispersa ) rederat buud 
| 
nes At tl to tl question oO COV rhrine L¢ 
} ! 
(| isitiohn oO property j { | nppenared hid I = item 
, . ‘ ; , ' 
and show ia map showime u ymount Of propert i ! Federal 
Government h ‘ | | recare ipl ent} 
, , 
th omm ( i ma the nee ) ecrovernment 
| } . 
The Com | ( | i] a (;,overnn n rie “! yn 
, 
I? t¢ wit! if 1) 0 ! 1} } ( nt of re ned ft thre 
| ( Cr10Vve an l {its wi ef Wi ( t Ko 
! () \! Cory own ( 
| | = ) 
, if nee if | ) } ) ) res of | ! | 
‘ , rm 
aa Ol Wa | I ] ! { ! tow to ft I> ! 
oO ' ] (Ne) " ray 
1] 
\ ii eo ! ( | 
i ‘ , ( l | ’ 
" 
co 7 i ) ‘ ( aa 
\\ }, } 1) { } 
Ci | 
{ i ) ! 
! ‘ yuh ' 
9 O hy in Congress 22 ve 
' 
) if ) a } ; | | engacer | . | ( 
} ‘ 
| Ott ire 1 1 \ - } | tire ‘ ! 


I = ;, 
eame along and decided that the wanted it fora Vet Ths \d1 

| tion hospital 

! pia yt ev vho we ; 
iia dee Gildiok a re to be laid to rest. The Veterans’ Adi 
istration had authority to build these hospitals and to acquire th 
that So I saw in the paper one morning that Gen al Bradley, who 
was the head of the Veterans’ Administration, was going ul 
Nevius tract fo hospital l immediately d him 


, , ; , 
2 nour aiter I \ n the paper, | was do nhnis o 
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property, because I live ther and [ called up a person who I knew 
owned 2 beautiful tract of land within 5 minutes’ drive of the Nevius 


tract and | rot a pri irom } ! Without ft i! nin Vial | VA ec 
t fo Phere a 5 acres in the Ne ; | told G , 
) q - 
Bradk t! Witt mil ites ore at oO! Shu | | } j 
eoutd Duy oO! S25 MH) Liye Sore tr ) i! = S f 
thy Wi ol } Ties is 1) | } nN) ra \ ~ re Te } } 
asked to pil SUH} sO Ocie hNouss | ) ‘ Ca 
4 { | 
Brad Wo) | © te ti -} fiyic ~_ 
| ‘ 
rhe Wel it if rie 1 tty 1) qt prhe ( ' ) 
ment ) } { 0 } O] 

| t \\ ta Lpp ) i ) ( ! 
iif ) () {x ( 


Brad PCrso Ci ! 3 is s I ) 
Trion | 1 co ‘ = ‘ } ' } o> > 
al oO I non t { ) \ ( 2 
By if Hii | \ - ( i i) I ) ( 

and condemn the prop 

Now Vou now } ( ! } 
amount tor he pu mse p ! t Dusses SO (a 
Bradley told the Depa: ‘ t ! Oo Oo 
Lt and he l ) | { i I | x i> 
mid | CON iz i j ) 1) ) 

t Was appraised 

Wel ( ( ' 
navi Dass } ) yr ' ( 

Ou ot tl rey 1! ~ ron mw? rs \ ne ‘ } 
When tf > iT) = mt) iT) 

il ist tw . as i ! aad 1) 5 
paid S ( () cyt) 7 ' ) rel ) 1 { © | 

App! | { ia 1s 0) 1 
thre prop ! 

Tha ‘?27i> il i+ at | I t il ! t 
STtTOD sPeeLeneans hnosp sO) rhe prop rr) 

In the meantime tl] studies i little | ( ( | 
that was no yt sae I hosp mat thre ( ‘ yD ) 
Dp al at Soldiet Hor I Like ( i pu Pha vas 47 

Kor 5 vears | mvVe tye r\ c Lo et tl m todo some | G witt 
that property Yo OT) mie no ilthoug! Ol Ol he tf rea 
do not seem to realrze | ny Ol this Ss pel ao Ol | \\ 
money and that the Grovernmet! °p t | youd sav, approximate 
an average of 2 percent for that mon So for 5 vears, while we ha 
been trving to get something adore with that propert to et ! | 
to private ownership and to a revenue pro ! Thins t has | 
costing the Government about S3C,000 a vei mn ora lor ther t 
consider what they are going to do about 

In other words, in addition to the $1,600,000 that was paid for t : 

! ] ! 
property there has been an accumulation of nterest chare Ol 
amounting to about $130,000 while thev are fooling around trvu 


d something to do with [ J have had onstant correspondens 
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with them in trving to find out as to whether the Government needed 
it for something else. They have finally come up with this scheme for 
building a monument. They could not find a citizen in whose horior 
to build it, so they are going to build the monument to the general 
principles of freedom, and so forth 


| realize vou gentlemen know there is not going to be any monument 
built soon with the present situation of the Treasur What | would 
like to do and what I have been asking for fo » Vears Is that it be 
directed that this property has been declares irpius al t has been 
declared surplus for something like 4 vears wna am asking this 
committee to do something about it now If vou thu that they ought 
o build a monument to som eit ral prinecip ail Go ahead 
and do it and we will fight it out on the floor Dna sé here Vi ( 
with if 

However, let us do something about 1 | ( il eC oO 
letting that I ich property which cost the Governme! SE sq iT'¢ 


root 1uUSt Sil the rt for 5 vears What are we ao 


\Ir. ANGELL. Mav I interrupt for a secon Per] sit would 
| 


all right if this Administration would build : monument the O 
waste and corruption Kvervbodv could see it thet 
Mr. Smiru. I am just against the monument ther [ make no 
comment on your comment | have finished with the first phase of it 
l am asking this committee to do something with this property 


Let us not let it sit there and accumulate $30,000 a vear of cost to the 
] 


Crovernment [et us ado somethine with if If vou want to build Pe | 


: 
monument, all right Let us Pass that bill If vou thir we have had 
enough of that kind of foolishness, then p ut mv | and let us 
ret qt back into private ownersh 1) whe re thre rit ! vl en [ ~ 


situated can vet some tax revenues trom 


It is a very serious problem in that county bi se the Governme 

constantly encroaching on it By the way tis the smi est county 
in the United States The Government Ons nt I roaching 
Wpon the property out there and ta cing it out of taxatiol ind ta I 
t out of private ownership so that there is Oo tar enue tron 
Che county has become very much embari isseda D 

I want to co to th reneral proposition now ; lar Sul t! | 0 
oOmmittee is imterested in it It deals with this a sition of lar 
without very much regard as to whether 11 neede ind witho 
Any regard as to what the Gover iment has to pi ror it have dis 
cussed that subjeet WW th vou when vou had Ip th juestion Of this dais 
persal of Government buildi s out into the OUNTI Or 20 Miles 
ndicated pretty clearly and | think the com [tee igreed W t} nM 
that the Government already had more property than thev needed 
if they wanted to build it, without buving anv mor That is what 
| was asking them to do 

Gentlemen, to conclude my statement, I ask vou two things: On 
is to look into the general subject of the aequisit OT of land The othe 
s that I ask this committee to repor mut sometl C DO the N S 
tract, and let us get it to the floor and see where we go from ther 

I hope vou will report out mv bill. If there are anv questions any- 
one would like to ask me, I would be glad to answer tl] 


Mir. Trimpie. Mr. Angell 
Mr. ANGELL. I have just one questio1 Judge Smit] hat d i 


think ean be obtained for t if | were sold? 
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back what vou paid for \ time that the Government tor t 
there were negotiations on and plans had be made nd the 
long story to it that I will not bore vo o build : 
ment hotel on in or o do thi | deme 
loan from the Go mel ( her trol I REC o1 I H] ! 
Home Finance Agenev, or something of the s | 
rotten aiong pret \\ o po Ol ¢ ! mo 
when so eacele ott! (10 I lit ( no | I ( 
learned what was abo » happ ‘ ( 
ment that had the loa f th mone ( 
deal by telling them not to make that loa 

I took it up with the agency that was 1 hich ] 
pretty su s the | lo ind Hor lina Ave! They 
said thev had this obec - rol anothe ‘ yt I ( er! 
and under those circumstances they co ~ 
tha queered tha transa ] I howe l \ = 
housing project b onstru on tl erty 
a in adequate and substantial p { 

Land in Arlington County itl : 
hi h prices | nou ho ) ) ( t no ‘ I 
risen vou might have D | opport vy to a 7) 
bac | hope they wil 

Mr. ANGELL. Juc Smit pro 

Nit SMI No " ) cr4 | 
ol that kind pel I Oo vo ) 

Mir. LuNpb! No 

\Ir. Smiru. Bee sins 
at ota ONS whoo 

Mr. Trim \ir. M 

Mir. Mac ' ~ vo 
() Oo! he rea ayy hha ~ COl 
dis ered much to ul em hat ’ 
the United States 24 perce ow ow? G 
In mv own State o Wa ! ) ih p 0 
Stn owner ') at ly aas OS ft () ro ( } 
percent of all the landed ar if thos vo eS own \ 
United States In mv own at : ( ce ol 
he extravagan ensel I l ( nL | i 


DV proposing to tra | ) 0 ey . ‘ ) 
series of summer_resort cot s along a la ' 
them into housing quarters for road cre 
miles of road in that area ch have be y CO 
rie r once has it Deen I ssary tor 1 ) 
simmer homes to house tl yvorkKers 

Wi have i pial ! y ¢ atric | iT ont ‘ j ) 


La ’ in that part 7 OOO O00 00 
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this country, large parts of which are rotting and de ayving from old 
Age The value of that timber was estimated by the United States 
Forest Service a vear and a half ago, as it stands on the stump, at 
$425 000, 000 We think we should have a park in that are: but a 
par! which Ls larger than the State of Rh { [slat i LDSO! itely 


| L ree e Voie rt A 1 cle ( ( nS. 
nit ee th P wm ¢ is! \ yuntyv oe! It ( or t | ts- 
) \! } 1} \ ) ( \ } Aid - ye thy Hest 
ito! ) tandpoint, still they O ther 
vrYilt i { My 3 Or tn rire 


hig af y? ry } , 
Ty) y? 
| l n on ! ( l ( $ 
( It a) I it ’ | = 
( i 8) rol Bib DO} \ Te) } } ‘ 
~ as ! is n is ot ) ! ros 
\ > If | ( mn that. Mr. NI e] 
) t ! ) ! | tive Ho { that « oan | hou 1 
Nii (Chairmat : His At the ! I ( spersal 
roblem vour comm ordered a map in which ve | them to 
ae ) lott} 0 } \ (rove nn tf owne s} D ithin 
\) miles of Washi i | } map is ( | 1 oes no indi 
{ hat Arlinet Cou nace t| sso con- 
ed tha \ Ot ib] ( f] | ror tl rpos on 
. ) 1 ) ~ ms to n if Wo le t T 0 ) ( a) 
} CO ) rate sk them to fu , of A netor 
( ) 1 l Al l (] l mt wo ld 0) | — | 7 
} | ) ) ( | iy? ( a } . 1 of land 
| ] Co oth \ A] nd . 
" 


} i¢ { ) i is ) ‘ ) 

\T, | , | Smit] } } elude 11 < 

sted r rye te y 

 e~ \ , I think it does. 1 courat 
rye r come ror hy ) peopl 

\l | I That 1 r) hy ibmitte , } rad 

Nii SVT | \ ~ 

The map rel re »1IS O r \ th thre om | r 


that whil the Arlin ton Cou \ Vpoint = hbeine presen ed t 
m1 ht be W | to finisl ind then we cou! ( me bac to me ot the 
ispects we would 1] tO emp} S r t the eo}! m of hy } rT) 
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STATEMENT OF A. T. LUNDBERG, COUNTY MANAGER, ARLINGTON 
COUNTY 


behalf of the County Board of Arlington Count 
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to the county. Itis believed that the land is too valuable for Fe 
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CREATING A NATIONAL MONUMENT COMMISSION 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
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STATEMENT OF MAJ. GEN. U. S. GRANT III, PRESIDENT 
AMERICAN PLANNING AND CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
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nouse deveiopment, tor the reason that as you look down the Mall. 
this is merely a consideratiol in ordet to save the creat Investment 
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which the Federal Government has already made in the central area 
f the Capital City As vou look from the Washington Monument 
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51 
Because of the financial 


ial situation of the Government at present it 
would seem very wise not to provide for the building of any part la 
tvpe of memorial at thi present time an to leave it to COl On 
to work out, and perhaps the appropriations will isked 10 he! 
time comes It would be more pract LO S ‘ 
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of its cost could only be a very high and intensive apartment house 
development 

Mr. Macer. They made the point, General, that it was needed for 
tax purposes, but the fact is that in 1933 the assessed valuation of real 
property in Arlington County was $20,854,000. Due to the Govern 
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ment deve lopm« nt sine that time the assessed val lation Of property 


now in Arlington County is around $200,000,000 So I should sav 
they have fared Ve \ well 
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STATEMENT OF HON. JOHN R. MURDOCK, MEMBER OF CONGRESS 
FROM THE FIRST CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF ARIZONA 








DISPOSAL OF NEVIUS TRA 53 


side of the Potomac River near other memorials I believe it contains 
about 27 acres of land, which has great value from a scenic and histori 
or from a business standpoint. I introduced the bill becaus 
sent to my committee as an executive communication. not becauss 
know too much about the land, but I sensed that it merited vi 
careful consideration I must ask you Lo depen pon depart 
Witnesses and other informed persons for det: 
Little as J know about this land, I fe that ( hould 
reful thought to its d sposal so that our bi il CILyY O| 
may not suffer by tha wrong handling Ot | . rac Nat any 
more familiar with parks and monuments in the Far West, ar 
very familiar with the points favoring such and also « 
re olten raised avainst them. 
\Iy committee has lone com dered le isiat | I | oul 
the takin ol revenue producing prope vy off of th 
nd my committee has now pending legislation which would s 
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monument purposes, or tor any other Federal | pose renee 
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the Capitol on a natural hill with a view to the west over lowlands, 
which were really the estuary of a creek which came into the Potomac 
River just west of the Monument. The White House was chosen to 
be on another high piece of land with a straight view down the Potomac 
River clear to Mount Vernon. 

The intersection of those two axes was chosen as the site for a 
monument to the first President. It was originally conceived as an 
equestrian statue and later developed into the Washington Monu- 
ment, which was started in 1846. Then along in 1901 we had the 
Millen Commission known as the Millen Park Commission, headed by 
Senator Millen of Michigan. They brought up to date the L’Enfant 
recommendations. The principal one of their recommendations was 
the extension of the Mall westward over the marshy areas that were 
located where the reflecting pool now 1s, to this twenty-third Street 
location, which they recommended should be the site for a memorial 
to Abraham Lincoln. Then they projected the Memorial Bridge as 
a connecting link between the Lincoln Memorial and the Lee Mansion 
which stood on the heights of Arlington Cemetery overlooking the 
city. 

At that time all of the Virginia hillside here was forested. There 
was no evident need for any protection for the new extension of the 
plan made by the 1901 Commission. As you know, there was no 
follow-up Commission created except the Fine Arts Commission in 
1910, until our Commission came into existence in 1926. That is the 
National Capital Park and Planning Commission. 

Our Commission began again to modernize and bring up to date 
the early plans. One of the early recommendations of the Commission 
was that this site on the hillside over in Virginia be acquired and 
preserved because of its significant relationship to the whole central 
area plan. There was a definite relationship because from this site 
you could look down the main axis of the Mall. However, perhaps 
more importantly, from various vantage points in the city, and 
particularly at the Capitol and at the base of the Washington Monu 
ment, this hillside property and all of the Nevius tract was the back 
drop for the view of the Lincoln Memorial Many of you have 
experienced the tremendous inspiration that one gets in viewing the 
Lincoln Memorial, particularly at night, from either the’ base of the 
Monument or from the more distant view from the Capitol 

Mr. McGrecor. Will the gentleman yield for a question? 

Mr. Noten. Yes 

Mr \McGrecor. Was not the need for an Arlineton Clem ( 
extension taken into consideration when the tract was purchased? 

Mr. Noten. The Nevius tract? 

Mr. McGrecor. That is right. 

Mr. Nouen. No, sir. That was purchased for the veterans 
hospital. It was not to be a part of the cemetery but to be under 
the Veterans’ Administration. 

Mr. McGrecor. It is close to the cemetery; is it not? 

Mr. Noten. Yes, sir. There was a proposal at one time to acquire 
it as an addition to the cemetery. 

Mr. McGrecor. At one time it was proposed to be purchased and 
included in the cemetery? 


Mr. No.uen. Yes. 
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Mr. AnGetu. Mr. Nolen, what is the ownership of the land between 
this tract and the Potomac River? 

Mr. Nouen. All in the Federal Government. This green area is 
all federally owned. The Nevius tract is bounded on two sides by 
Government property. I am going to develop some of the local 
features in a few moments, but I want to emphasize particularly the 
importance of having control of the use that is made of this backdrop 
for the Lincoln Memorial. 

From the base of the Monument, at elevation 40, to the base of 
the Lineoln Memorial, which is almost the same elevation, you have 
a line of sight that is practically level with the Lincoln Memorial 
rising against a silhouette that is generally at the present time a 
forested cover. That is the general appearance 

If the Nevius tract were developed with private apartments as 
was proposed at one time, that backdrop would entirely change. | 
have here a print of an apartment-house plan which was made in 
the early part of the war that will illustrate the point that I am 
bringing out. This shows a building of approximately 11 stories in 


height, which was the plans for this 25-acre tract. It would entirely 
change the background of the Lincoln Memorial, particularly at 
night. 


I think in our testimony last summer we referred to it as possibly 
being ears on the Lincoln Memorial. We made a very careful study 
of that effect and the physical relationships of these two things and 
superimposed one on the other. Here are some photos that are taken 
from various points. The two at the top here are from the Wate! 
Gate or Lincoln Memorial. The one in the center was taken from 
the top of the Washington Monument. Then the one down ia the 
lower right-hand corner is the one from the base of the Monument 
The print of the apartment house you see there would come on either 
side of the Lincoln Memorial and would frame it. At night instead of 
having that serene and dark background there would be the bright 
lights of a commercial establishment, which would completely alte: 
the whole aspect of the Lincoln Memorial as it now is 

Reference was made at the hearing the other day to the fact that 
Arlington County had zoning requirements and a planning commission 
that would serve to protect any important development that should 
¢o on this site, providing that it was properly developed. They failed 
to state that the Nevius tract has been the subject of special legislation 
by the county board, which excepts—mind you, it excepts the Nevius 
tract from the application of the normal zoning regulations and 
practically removes all restrictions. I have here a copy of the portion 
of the ordinance that is involved. You will see by reading the second 
paragraph that it permits 

Within 2,000 feet of the Potomac River— 
and there is only the Nevius tract and two tracts of land here to the 
north that meet this specification 


Within 2.000 feet of the Potomac River—that the height of such buildings may 
go up to 225 feet above the mean water level of the river 

The highest part of the Nevius tract is 100 feet. The lowest part 
is 75 feet. So we might have a building 150 feet mat: rially higher 
than that shown on the drawing which ] just showed you 
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Mr McGreEGor | am not clear on this pe riod. Has this partie ular 
tract of land been earmarked specifically for the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration? 

Mr. Noten. No, sit It was bought by the Veterans’ Administr: 


tion in 1948 with the full expectancy ol being used as a site for thie 
veterans hospital Subsequently that pian Was abandoned because 
the Veterans Administration had made available to it a more favor 
able site at the Soldiers’ Home vrounds, which was not availabl 
1948 Th provisions of general law came nto operation ana th 
declared it excess to their needs, which put it under t] ris 
of the General Services Administration for disposal either to anot] 
Government agen or, fit was finally declared surplus to Gove 
ment needs, 1t would of course have to be sold under the provisio 
the law 

Mr. MeGrecor. Do I understand you to say then that the fact th 
the Veterans’ Administration is no roiIng to use It means Ib become 
surplus prop rtv and another Government age! mae! Sstin 
has to dispose of it either to private people oO ysome | 
and that we cannot leave it, as it is now n the | ) ( 
Government without des nallol 


Mr. Noten. I would prefer to have Mr. Reynolds answer that 


question It is under his jurisdictior his is the y 1 understat 
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Mr. McGreeor. If I can interrupt again, if the statement you made 
is correct then there is no need of the Smith bill, H. R. 1901, because 
the General Services Administration would have to sell it, which is 
what the Smith bill wants done. 

Mr. Noten. That is correct The only effect of the Smith bill 
is to direct the General Services Administration, without regard for 
any possible Government interest, to sell the property 

Mr. McGrecor. But the existing law, in time, will foree them to 
sell 

Mr. Noten. That is correct. So it is necessary to have a positive 
policy set down by the Congress on this tract. We think this 
National Monument Commission is the answer 

| want to bring to your attention that the bill provides that this 
lend can be used in the interim for recreational purposes, and that 
the Commission is authorized to make arrangements with Arlington 
County for its recreational use. As a matter of fact, it may be of 
interest to the committee to know that Arlington County has re- 
quested the use of this ground pending its ultimate disposition for 
one purpose or another It requests the use of it be permitted for 
local recreation, but the General Services Administration does not 
believe thev have the authority LO permit such interim use 

What this bill does then is to set up a commission to go into the 
idea that is generally laid forth in the bill and make a report back to 
Congress to provide for its interim use, and pot to get involved in any 
maior expense until after the present national emergency. In 9 sense 
vou might eall it stop-gap legislation It lights the way immediately 
thead and permits the General Services Administration to hang on 
to the property pending a final decision by the ¢ oneress of our national- 
monument idea outlined in the bill 

\lr \MicGri GOR Would it not he possible to amend the Dasic law 
riving authority fer the General Services Administration to retain 
this particular site? Some of us may not be in accord with establish- 
ing a new commission. Some of us feel we have too many commis- 
sions now, and yet we recognize possibly this tract of land should be 
retained. Would it not be possible to amend the basic law placing 
the tract under the jurisdiction of the General Services Admuinistra- 
tion rather than forcing them to sell 1t? 

Mr. Nou N. Yes. That would have the same effect of holding the 
property and setting a policy. 

Mr. MeGrecor. And still not setting up a commission 

Mr. Noten. You would not set up a commission and you would 
not determine the use to be made of it [t would leave it for later 
decision 

Mir. McGrecor. Some of us feel after talking to some members 
of the Arlington Cemetery Board that in time they would possibly 
need this land. 

Mr. Nouen. That would certainly satisfy the basic requirement 
that the Planning Commission has had in mind, that is, this be kept 
in public ownership for protection against the adverse effects it would 
have on the whole general plan of the capital. We would like to see 
this National Monument Commission idea explored 

Mr. Scupper. Is not the Planning Commission of Washington 
able to bandle this tract without setting up this commission? I feel 
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we have too many commissions in Washington now to create another 
one. I would rather see it limited 

Mr. Nouen. Yes. The Commission can do most anything if we 
are directed to. It would not be our normal function under our 
legislation to develop plans. 

Mr. Scupprer. No; but it would not exert you too much in tbe 
handling of it; would it? 

Mr. NoLen. No 

Mr. Set DDER. You have the capacity to handle it, so why woulk 
it not fall into vour natural every-day job? It does not seem as 
though it is any great thing to be developed. 1 mean no offense to 
your department 

Mr. Noven. It would be entirely possib! of course, for the Com- 
mission further to develop this idea and bring back to the Congress 


a plan, if we were so directed It is a simple bill that would provide 
for the retention of this property in public ownership and direct the 
General Services Administration not to sell it It is verv important 
and we would be very clad to explore that idea if the committee feel 


it would be more acceptable 

Mr. Scupper. In my opinion it would be better not to delegate 
any further authority in the creation of new commissions 

Mr. ANGELL. Mr Nolen, another course would be to let the National 
Park Service have it with control over the park area and have it 
available to be utilized for park purposes 

Mr. Nouen. It could 

Mr. McGrecor. What would that come under 

Mr. Noven. It would come under the National Park Service of the 
Interior Department. There are some excellent values that can be 
exploited in this area now for the ceneral public There is a fine 
view to be obtained of the city from a high part of 1 
Tourists coming to Washington could go there to see the view. The 
area could be graded and leveled off so that the 
cars could park and the people could yet out and have this promena le 
In fact, one of our earlier plans for the use of this was that we just 
kept it as a simple promenade to permit the public to go and get this 
fine view 

You know, it is a surprising thing to have Arlington County appear- 
ing in opposition to this bill when there would be so much more 
they could capitalize on if this were put to public use. It would 
bring people to the county and they would bring money with them 
We have about 4,000,000 visitors to Washington every vear. They 
bring something like $150,000,000 with them, I think. That is mone: 


busses al private 


that is brought here from outside. It is a tremendous contribution 
to the economy of the area. 

People come here to see the sights of the City In addition it 
should be recalled there is a complaint about the amount of land ! 
the county that is used for governmental purposes. The whol 
economy of this area, though, is based on the Government The 
Government is the prime and basic industry here (bout one out 
of every three persons who is employed here is employed by the 
Government. In Arlington County there are forty to fifty thousand 
Government employees in various part of the county, mostly in th 


Pentagon 
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The population of the county has more than doubled in the last 
10 vears It is one of the fastest growing counties in the United 
States. It is hard to understand why they should complain about 
the public ownership of a tiny tract of land in such an important 
location It is only sixteen-one-hundredths of 1 percent of the total 
are of the county We feel they would be well advised to support 
the bill 

| think that is all, Mr. Chairman, unless there are further questions 

Mir. Macer. In connection with what vou said, I think the figures 
how that sinee 1937 up to last vear there has been an average increase 
In property assessments of 100 percent a year, so they are faring 
pretty well under the Government rule. The Government has built 
the Pentagon and the airport and all those things which have caused 
that increase, so they cannot say that the Government h: actuall 
beaten them out of taxes 

That IS all 


Mr. Trimpue. Thank vou, Mr. Nolen 


Nii Lee, will you please come forward? 
Wi have another bill which we have to hear tl] morn 
ao not want to h ry anybody We want to hear what evervbod 


nas to say so. Niki Lex Vou men proceed 


STATEMENT OF BLAIR LEE III, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT, NATIONAL 
CAPITAL PARK AND PLANNING COMMISSION 


Mr. Ler. Mr. Chairman, I will take that hint u vod grace \1y 


name is Blair Lee, executive assistant. National Capital Park and 
Planning Comm Th \s ou recall I st } ; 
Tuesda mornin with our permissio | 
off I} ) l ! vorads 
First on the two points brought up this mo bias 
\I \leGrezo que on about the s er , ; /. 
ui tand thie » Gennite steps inh thre Is] ! | rhe 
I land This property has been throu ) n tl } 
red ess to ( eds of the Ve \i ' 


canvass al e oll CGrovernmen wencies to | 
il 0 th) l befo ( i Lhe ind sSurp > 
Gov ! | hat 1Stin On pe } X ) } 

Ole ! | )| ( hie vhol Crovernme hic } ‘ 

Ch \! Lil i yi ( it¢ LWin'é 7 | inet mh 
prope Ould f ( sé md hure | he } ? 
Hil (‘omm Ol ) 1) mrtmelr o mnebod Wo 
latch on to it So thev have guested Judge Smith to introdues 
the othe bill I] R 140 Wil I) vhat brings thie whol rrigtte Lo 
a li bd, and which Is really Wh Ve ire here now 

We | the Planning {(ommiussion of course fer equa i\ : oni 
that th Smactter is so important ind has been dra Ing on tor so mal 
years that 1t really needs a final determination by Congress anvwa 
ana Wwe would like very m ch to have the blessi ot Clon ess ty re) 


] 4 
ahead with this hational Montment proposal 
Regarding Mr. Scudder’s question as to the need for a new com 


mission, | think he Cl ( right that the Plannu Co! 
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any one of several others could handle it Mr. Greensfelder, the 
author of this bill, in picking out a method to handle it, chose to 
follow the exact procedure that was used in the case of the Lincoln 
Memorial. There the Congress established a new and temporary 


commission to secure the design and control the construction of that 


memorial. When the memorial was built the Commission auto- 


matically dissolved, as presumably would be the case with this one 


In othe words. it would not he anew, permanent avencyv on the lor 


roster of ¢ Xistine’ avencies 


In th lise USSLOD last Tuesday morning Jud re Smith made a1 Mhi- 


be ol strong and ably presented points that | would ke to 
il word about HH went to considerable lengths on thre reneral o7 
question Of excessive land crabbing, b t he | ederal Governn 


hat evidently struck a sympathetic note in the heart of Mr. Mas 
} 


who is not here this morning, WV ho pointed out that 46 percent of 
entire State ol Washington is under thi Federal aomain rhe 


percentage is even worse in a lot of other States In oul \] 
Angell, it is worse than that 

Mir. ANGELL. Yes, Mr. Lee. Over 50 percent of our land area 
owned by the Federal Government 

Mr. Les. Yes. I am glad to hear Mr. Murdock say this morn 
that they ure going to look into that and | hop they will do that 
but I do hope the committee will distinguish between that broad 
question, Which ts a very real and important question, and this smal 
parcel of 27 acres in Arlington County, Va., which one way or anot! 
is not going to tip the scales or make an appreciable difference in tl 
total pe reentage of federally owned land 

Cretting down to low al eases Judge Smith avain made a very telling 
point on the peculiar habit of certain agencies of insisting on havi 
a certain piece of land to the exclusion of all others around it, although 


any one of the others could be bought at a much more reasonabl 


) 
price I do not doubt his testimony is entirely correct and that that 
may well have been done, and I think was by the military durin 
Wil He quoted seve ral « xamples Tuesday morning 
However, here we have obviously a distinguishable case This ma 


1 1 
ight on the axis down thy 


the Niall That is a reographical fact that we innot au \\ 


cannot go up here and be on the anis of the \ 


shows vou that th S property Is rl 


down here and be on the aXIs Ol 


this one lo ation 


Mer \icGr GO [t s surrounded on three sides at least b d- 


erally owned prope rty Is that correct 
Nii LE Yes SI! That is a Vel strong point u the vhol CUaS¢ 
Finally, there is the question of the purpose of the bill, H. R. 5176 
The question of a monument to this abstract idea to the Bill of R 
is the purpose In the testimony Tuesday morning a nu Ta 
Witnesses questioned the proposal I ne 


they called a set of genet 1 principles I thu 
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Americans are all contained in the very first of these 10 amendments 
to the Constitution. Maybe those of you who are lawyers are inti- 
mately familiar with the Bill of Rights, but I can tell you that those 
of us who are laymen and who are not lawyers were perhaps exposed 
to it in high school, and then from there on they have taken a lot for 
granted, 

When Mr. Greensfelder brought up this proposal to have a monu- 
ment to the Bill of Rights, I for one had to go back to my history book 
and get out the Constitution and make absolutely certain as to what 
he was talking about. I must say | was impressed by the tremendous 
importance of those 10 amendments to our way of life. 

The first amendment of the Constitution provides as follows: 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibit 
ing the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press 


or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government 
for a redress of grievances 

The second amendment reads as follows: 

\ well regulated militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right 


of the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be infringed 


The third amendment provides: 


No Soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent 
of the owner, nor in time of war, but In a manner to be prescribed by law. 


The fourth amendment provides: 


The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects 
against unreasonableness searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no 
warrants shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation 


and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or thing 


to he seized 


The fifth amendment is perhaps the most familiar one. It reads 


Aas follows 


} 


No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crim¢é 
une on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising it 
the land or naval forces, or in the militia, when in actual service in tim 
public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice 
put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal 


a witness against himst i, nor be de prived of life, liberty or property, without 
d process of law: nor shall private property be taken for public use without 
just mpensation 


The sixth amendment includes the rights to a speedy trial and public 
trial by an impartial jury. It reads as follows: 





In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy ar 
yublic trial, by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall 


ve been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
} 


e Corl 


Hy 
aw, ar | to be i form “| of the nature and cause of the accusation: to 


ronted with the witnesses against him to have comp ilsorv process tor obtain! 


witnesses In his favor, and to I ave the assi tance of counsel tor hi lefe rise 


The seventh amendment reads as follows: 


In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twent 
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury 
shall be otherwise re-exar ed in al Court of the United States, than accordi: 
to the rules of the common law. 

rr ] P il 

The eighth amendment reads as follows: 


‘ ee 


Sual punishimer ! ( 
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The ninth and tenth amendments are very short and very general 
and very potent. The ninth says: 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed 
to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

The tenth amendment says: 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor pro 
hibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the peopl 

I think, gentlemen. that Mr. Greensfelder has a tremendous idea 
here. With the Capitol at one end of the Mall and the Washington 
Monument and the Lincoln Memorial in the middle, I do not think 
anything in the world could be more appropriate than a well and 
tastefully designed and inspiring monument at the other end to this 
Bill of Rights. These words ought to be carved in marble just as the 
famous words of Lincoln and Jefferson are in those two memorials to 
them. Let it stand up there on that hillside for everybody to come 
out and read them, and remember them 

Thank you very much, sir. 

Mr. Trimpuie. Are there any questions? Thank you very much 
sir. Are there any other witnesses on these two bills? You may 
state your name to the reporter. 


STATEMENT OF C. MELVIN SHARPE, CHAIRMAN, COMMITTEE OF 
100 ON THE FEDERAL CITY 


Mr. Suarre. C. Melvin Sharpe. I happen to be chairman of the 
Committee of 100 on the Federal City, which organization was founded 
by Mr. Frederick A Delano, and he Was followed by Nh Justies 
Roberts as chairman, and lately our deceased colleague from Virginia 
Mr. W oodroe. 

Our association or committee has met and considered this matte 
very thoroughly, not one time, but ever since the matter has been 
in the public eye. We are vigorously opposed to the Smith bill 

As to the requirements on the use of the property we te el it should 
be retained in public ownership. Whether it is retained under thi 
acgis of the National Capital Park and Planning Commission or som« 
other agency that might hold it in possession in public ownership is a 
matter of determination for this committee. However, we do fee] 
that the commercial usage of that area at this time would not bi 
advantageous to all of our people 

It does not seem proper or fitting that a site of that character should 
impede the rights of all the citizens of this country to see their Capital 
in view as it should be seen. Therefore | wish to register in the name 
of the Committee of 100 our vigorous opposition to the Smith bill 
and we are in favor of the Murdock bill, with such limitations as you 
may impose 

Are there any questions, Mr. Chairman 


Mr. Trims! Are there any que stions? 

Mr ANGELI Would you! Commission have wns myection to the 
committs DY appropriate legislation providing tha Lhe propert 
be retau Lin the National P; K Service for park purps 35 

Mr. Suarre. I think, while I cannot speak for the association or th 
committ n that sense, I might sav that I thi t wi leeply the 
consens uur members present at the meeting, which was largely 


i _ 
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attended, that we would feel that whatever processing was done by 
your committee in your own vood judgment, it should be the main 
objective to retain it in publoc ownership and not allow it to be used 
for a commercial purpose 

As to whether it was placed under the National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission, who would not have jurisdiction, as it is my 
understanding of it, after long residence in this city, would be a matter 


fo. your committee to determine | would doubt us to whether they 
have jurisdiction, but the National Park Service woul and in con- 
rnction with the National Capital Park and wnnine ‘ommission 


could work out a definite plan for the future 
Mr. Trimpie. Are there any further questions? 
Mr. Magner. Mr. Sharpe, there is no county in 
that has enjove d the growth and the benefit of Gov 
tures as much as Arlington Cou ity has 
Mi HARPE. Thatis very true 
VE icee. The Government built the Pentagon, the airport, 
nd it ha Ut parks and roads all at Government ex n They 
lave mereased their assessed valuation from less than Z 000,000 
19355 to a property asst ment ; I today ot about ZU00 OOO OOO, 
Nir. SHARP! That is right 
Mr. Macer. That is all 
Mir. Trimpue. Thank vou very 
Are there any other Hesse 
hearings are closed and 1 -committ 
executive session a little la 


Whereupon, at 11:05: 1., the hearing 





